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DEMOGRAPHICS

FERTILITY

MIGRATION

Scope: Usual resident living at least 6 months of the year in occupied private households

Overall, 14% of Tongan people moved at least once in the 5 years before the 2021 census

Males were more likely than females to move 
for work reasons

Female headed households are more likely 
to receive remittances from labour mobility 
schemes AU and NZ

The teenage fertility rate (SDG 3.7.2) is 19 births 
per 1,000 females aged 15–19 years
A decrease from 36 in 2016

Scope: Population living in occupied private households

Median age

23 years
Females

20 years
Males

15% 
Males

25% 
Females

Tonga’s population structure is changing, with 
an overall decrease in the number of men, partly 
explained by temporary labour mobility schemes

Women in Tonga are having 
3 children (on average) 
A decrease from 3.5 in 2016

12% 
Males

7% 
Females

51,430
Females (51%)

100,179 
Population (2021)

Sex Ratio

95
males to 100 females

A decrease from 100 in 2016
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EDUCATION

LABOUR FORCE

94% 
Males

95% 
Females

Population 25+ who 
ever attended school

18% 
Males

21% 
Females

Population 25+ who 
attained tertiary level

23% 
Males

25% 
Females

Youth NEET (SDG 8.6.1)
Not in Education, Employment or Training, 
15–24 years

Employment-to-population ratio (employed population on the total working age population, 15+)

Unemployment rate (SDG 8.5.2)

(currently available and seeking work on 
labour force, employed and unemployed)

3%
(No gender difference) 

34% 
Males 

27% 
Females

15–24

70% 
Males 

54% 
Females

25–59

38% 
Males 

24% 
Females

60+ With disabilities

28% 
Males 

21% 
Females

Based on 
Washington Group 
on Disability 
Statistics definition

Main industry of employed females

HEALTH

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs)

12% of males and 16% of females are affected by NCDs and they experience them in different ways

27%

37%

23%

30%

9% 1% 8% 7%

Alcohol Kava Manufactured tobacco -
Tapaka Palangi (Smoke)

Local tobacco - Tapaka
Tonga (Smoke or Chew)

Women aged 10+ are 
less likely than men 
to consume alcohol, 
kava and tobacco

Scope: Usual resident living at least 6 months of the year in occupied private households

7% 
Males

17% 
Females

Education

36%

64%

36%

64%

79%

21%

45%
55%

Male
Female

GoutHeart 
disease

Hypertension
/High blood 

pressure
Diabetes

Male
Female

0.4% 
Males

16% 
Females

Manufacture
of textiles

Irrespective of age category or disability status, women are still under-represented in the employed 
population

Adjusted unemployment rate
(including jobless not available and/or looking 
for a job)

9% 
Males

13% 
Females

There is a significant potential female labour force

For further information: Tonga Gender Statistics Profile 2021 report

https://www.spc.int/digitallibrary/get/8fezc

